INTRODUCTION
The box crab, Paromola cuvieri (Risso, 1816) is a large decapod of the family Homolidae. The maximum size that has been reported in the literature is 21.5 cm carapace length. It can be found at depths from 10 to 1000 m (Bellemans et al., 1988) , but mostly between 80 and 300 m, on muddy bottoms (d'Udekem d 'Acoz, 2003) . It can be found from southern Iceland and southern Norway to South Africa, including the Azores, Madeira, the Canary Islands, the Cape Verde Islands, the western Mediterranean, the Ionian Sea, and Sicilia (d'Udekem d' Acoz, 2003) .
The present paper reports the first occurrence of P. cuvieri in the eastern Adriatic, in Croatian waters, and at the same time the northernmost record for the Adriatic. Abbreviations: CL, carapace length; CW, carapace width; Wt, weight.
1 ) e-mail: dulcic@izor.hr It seems that some confusion existed about the first record of the box crab in the Adriatic. Belamarić et al. (1995) reported Paromola cuvieri (in only one sentence) for the first time as a new species for the Adriatic fauna, but without any data about precise location, date of capture, photo of specimen, or biometric or morphometric data. Later, some photos from this survey appeared on the web site: http://thais_hr.tripod.com/thfotografijeie.htm. However, it seems, according to the photos presented, that a mistake arose in the identification of specimens, since it is obvious after reviewing the photos that the species presented in reality is Homola barbata (Fabricius, 1793) . Froglia (1995) noted the presence of P. cuvieri in the basin that includes the Strait of Sicily, the Ionian Sea, and southern and the middle Adriatic, but later the same author (pers. comm. in Ungaro, 2000) confirmed that there are no previous reports of P. cuvieri in the Adriatic. The presence of the box crab was reported in the Adriatic Sea for the first time by Ungaro (2000) , but without a photo of the specimens, which is essential as a confirmation of the first
